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A MONTH OF SUNDAYS

Our services are held on Sundays at 4:00pm, in ‘Chapman Hall',
located in back of the United Church of Christ,
203 Washington St, New Smyrna Beach, Fl. 32168

February 7 - Souper Sunday we will hear from our friend the
Rev. Dr. Donald Musser, from the Religious Studies Department
of Stetson University as he reflects with us on "Christian
Progressives and Unitarian Universalism”. He will be
commenting on some of the recent writing of John Shelby Spong
and will lead a study/discussion following our Souper Sunday luncheon. Laurie
Dunham will be service leader.

February 14 - Castlebay, our musical duo from Maine {L\Lu)/g*:z’ ]‘i-Cjé‘j
returns will a musical service called "Imbolc” which Wi
celebrates one of the four principal festivals of the Irish
calendar, celebrated among Gaelic peoples and some other
Celtic cultures. Celtic spirituality is a rich tradition which is
the focus of Castlebay. Leading our service will be Barbara
Jean Smith. Hymns will be accompanied by Barbara
Gerchakov.

February 21- Skip Lowry returns o our pulpit. The service will be led by
Charley Barcelo. Our musician will be Connie Hart.

February 28- A new voice and presence in our pulpit will be the Rev. Susan
Berryman, a person who characterizes herself as a Mystic. Her sermon will
be on "Contemplating God and Suffering". Shirley Beleff will led our
worship.

March 7 - The Rev. Mark Spivey returns to speak about "The Goal of
World Community With Peace, Justice and Liberty for All". Our service
will be led by Audrey Barcelo.

Other speakers in March will be the Rev. Dr. Kandy Queen-Sutherland, the
Revs. Beverly Richardson and Lloyd Dunham.
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President’s Column

It was good to see so many members in church Sunday Jan. 18th. People
were interested in the future of the church, and regardless of the tie vote to con-
tinue or disband, there was a display of interest in the future of CUUC. The com-
mittee, which was appointed to explore other options, has met, divided up the
work to be done, and will be meeting on a regular basis to bring recommenda-
tions to the board on their meeting on February 9, then to a continuing congrega-
tional meeting on February 14. I have received a reply from UCC concerning our
request for use of Chapman Hall at 11:30AM. Although they thought that would
prove to be a difficult time period, due to parking of both groups, and the noise
factor from their coffee hour, they did propose the possibility of 8:30AM. I am
not sure that would work, but I was happy to see their willingness to negotiate
this point I did follow-up with the suggestion of 12:30 or 1:00PM.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Carmen Rivera for con-
ducting the brainstorming. It was beneficial to discussion to have this organized
rather than trying to come to conclusions, and generate new ideas at the same
time. It is fortunate that we have such talented people as congregational mem-
bers.

In the next few months, I will be calling on everyone to look at our ser-
vice.“Do we communicate our spiritual purpose to our members and guests? If
not, how can we improve this communication? Do we have a procedure in place
to follow up with our guests? Is there some personal contact from a member? Do
we have some type of questionnaire available - possibly a returnable post card
available so that the guest could answer a couple of questions about our service,
and drop it in the mail? All of these questions and more need our attention. In or-
der to make a success of our church, there is much work to be done. We cannot
continue to rely on just a few people to do the work. We are a small group, and
as that group, everyone is vital to the success of the church. If one of our mem-
bers is no longer coming, does someone call to inquire why? Perhaps they need
transportation, so let’s get that arranged for them.

I know that I have put forth a lot of questions, and have proposed a lot of
work. In order to thrive, we will need to answer those questions and more. We
will need to go to work to possibly alter the way we do things. What needs to
change, we will not know until we evaluate the program with both our guests and
our members.

I AM CONFIDENT, THAT WITH EVERYONE WORKING TOGETHER, WE CAN
MAKE A SUCCESS OF CUUC. ARE WE ALL READY FOR THE CHALLENGE?

Shinbey Beleff
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Treasurer’s Report — Pat Gadbaw reported year-to-date income of $17,593 in-
cluding $3,000 withdrawn from the reserve fund. She reported expenses of
$16,005 leaving a balance of $1,589. She offered projections through March 31
with a balance of $837 and through June 30 with a balance of $ $-93.00, assuming
the use of the entire reserve fund. She reported further an analysis of the Building
Fund in which $16,827 is unencumbered from which we might borrow or, by
change of by-laws, use for the operating budget. The remainder of the Building
Fund ($37,984.62 minus $16,827) must be returned to donors or estates if the con-
gregation decides not to build.

Membership — Letters were sent (copy attached) to Jane Field, Rob Field, Greg &
Tina Spradlin, Don and Holly Crandall and Lorrie Meyer. The only known re-
sponse was from Lorrie Meyer who requested to be retained on the active list.
BOT voted unanimously to move the first six to the Friends list.

A Promotional Flier proposal by Shirley Beleff was presented (prepared by Bar-
bara Jean Smith). Many suggestions were made to sharpen its message. It was
suggested that the photos should focus on the banners. Among the suggestions:
“Growing an inclusive spiritual community.... Where members are encouraged to
seek their own truth, find caring without judgment, while respecting and exploring
many faith paths without the limitations of dogma.” It was agreed that we should
wait on this flier until we know more about the direction our church will take.

Recommendation to present to our congregation — After much discussion it was
agreed to propose: (1.) requesting an AM time for our service at UCC and, if
granted, we would renew our lease through March 2011 and if not granted (2.) we
would request a lease extension through the end of June 2010. The intent of #1 is
to work at making the AM time frame more attractive to both our present member-
ship and prospective members. The intent of #2 is to allow time to explore other
alternatives and/or bring an orderly closure to our present operation. If this hap-
pens, some on the Board support the idea of continuing as a monthly house-church.
owing DVD “Food USA”.

New Business — Lloyd commented that he and Laurie feel strongly that guests at
church should always (not just first time visitor) be provide the Order of Service
outer folder and when available and, when appropriate, a copy of our Community
News and a worship calendar.

Committee liaison reports:

Membership — The Board needs to be responsible for greeting and hosting
worship guests. Pat Gadbaw will provide to Audrey a list of pledging (or giving-on
-record) members for purposes of defining our membership.

Social Justice — Star Center feeding program this month involved many Or-
mond UU members resulting in a number of people without meaningful tasks.

Back up north,
winter is still
dragging on,
“Everything around
is dead, the trees
black and frozen so
that the appearance
of green shoots two
months hence
seems
preposterous."
(Anna Quindlen)
However, here in
Florida, hordes of
Robins &
Blackbirds have
stopped here on
their way north to
consume berries
from our palmettos
& mock cherry
trees. After our
momentary frosts &
freezes, the buds on
the deciduous trees
and plants are
swelling to ripe,
ready to burst forth
in March with the

new life of a Florida

spring.




“Since

everything is
but an
apparition,
having nothing
to do with
good or bad,
acceptance or
rejection, one
may well burst
out in

laughter.”

Longchenpa(14th
century Tibet)
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Semi - Annual Congregational Meeting

February 14, 2010
5:30 p.m. after the service

AGENDA:
DISCUSSION OF THE FUTURE OF
COMMUNITY UU CHURCH
Part I1

is the meeting where the most critical decisions concefn-
ing the future of this church will be made”, Pres. Shirley

Please plan to attend to contribute your thoughts and opinions
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UU Christian Fellowship
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UUA Trustee Tidbits

There is always information to be written about governing as a board using
the Carver Policy Governance method. Although both the Florida District Board
and the UUA Board of Trustees (BOT) studied and were trained in Carver PG, the
UUA BOT has adapted much of what is appropriate in policy governance as we
govern on your behalf. The BOT has begun to tackle more deeply the issues on
whose behalf we govern and to whom we are accountable.

For the readers of this column it may be good to understand certain aspects
of policy governance which are affecting the deliberations, decisions, and operation
of the BOT. It is necessary to clarify who the “owners”, also known as one of our
Sources, are in our governance structure. Owners are all those UUs who are the
people on whose behalf the BOT determines the Ends: the benefits being produced,
for whom at what cost. Owners in our Association are the congregations. An owner
is sometimes perceived as a “customer” when requesting services from the District
and/or UUA Staff. The use of the term “stakeholders”, who are not “owners”, refers
to those who have an interest in our Association and includes employees and other
UU organizations. The time frame and expected results for owners are long-term,
involves the big picture and future returns. For customers expectations are much
more short term. The connections our UUA has with our owners and customers are
very different.

The BOT will govern with an emphasis on outward vision, an encourage-
ment of diversity in viewpoints, strategic leadership, a clear distinction between the
roles of the BOT and President, collective decisions, the future, pro-activity, and an
open, transparent process. Our primary focus will be linkage with our congrega-
tions in a process of engaging the relational, cooperative power of covenant. The
work of the BOT in connecting with congregations will not be “telling” or
“reporting” but rather “listening” to perspectives regarding needs and what benefits
our UUA should produce, be accountable, and let you know what is being
achieved.

The BOT will be concerned with congregational values and who in the con-
gregation speaks for these values. This will help determine the values of future gen-
erations of UUs. The BOT may involve itself in the history and theology of UUism
to be sure the values inherent in our UU traditions and heritage are understood. We
will be involved with much questioning and researching.

Hopefully in March I will be able to write about the method of selection that
will identify a random sample from a variety of representative groups, perhaps de-
termined by congregation size and location. Our linkage focus will be “right rela-
tionship” between the BOT and its member congregations in their role as Sources.
Stay tuned...and let me hear from you: jlund@uua.org or 813-931-9727.
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“The {UUA} BOT

has begun to

tackle more
deeply the
issues on
whose behalf
we govern and
to whom we
are

accountable.”

Joan Lund
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CHURCH

P.O. Box 238389,
Port Orange, FL 32123

386-409-8802

communityuu2@msn.com

http://www.dbcuuc.org

March Newsletter Deadline
February 20, 2010

Please submit items by e-mail to
Editor Barbara Jean Smith:

communityuu2@msn.com

CUUC is a Welcoming Congregatim

FEBRUARY EVENT CALENDAR

At the Homeless Assistance Center
contact Charley at charaud@aol.com

2-14 5:30 pm Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting At Chapman Hall after the service

02-13 10:00 am HAC Volunteers
Feeding our homeless
Part I1
02-21 4:00 pm HUM & HAC Collection

Sharing with others

3-20-10 5:00 pm UU Christian Fellowship

contact Shirley at sbeleff@cfl.rr.com

At Chapman Hall during the service
contact Charley at charaud@aol.com

At the home the Dunham’s

contact Lloyd at dunham@cfl.rr.com

SEASIDE

NEW SMYRNA BEACH BALLOON FEST
RE-SCHEDULED FOR MAY 21-23, 2010 |l

(9 FREE Admission, Balloon Rides, Demonstrations & Displays

A
BALLOON
F E ! T 2 010 New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168.

* Music, Food & Entertainment

Held at the New Smyrna Beach Municipal Airport,
124 Industrial Park Avenue,




